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Parents and students are busy people. They often ask me,  

“Where is God in my life?”  

With this article I would like to share about the timing of the Holy Spirit and God’s love in 

overloaded schedules.  

I first noticed that timing was an aspect of God’s love when I started celebrating baptisms. It’s a 

bit embarrassing to admit, but when I first became a priest, I wasn’t always keen on celebrating a 

baptism during a Sunday Mass. A baptism makes the Mass more complicated, and when I feel 

overwhelmed, I like to make things as simple as possible. The Holy Spirit, however, had other plans.  

It took me awhile to clue in, but I eventually noticed that every time I celebrated a baptism, no 

matter how complicated it made the Mass, I loved it. I cannot exactly describe why -- I just did. 

The mysteriousness of God’s love was raised to the next level when I would get a request to 

celebrate a baptism outside the regular parish Mass schedule. For example, a family would ask for a 

baptism on a particular Thursday evening in six months' time, because that is when the grandparents 

would be in town. Little did I know that in six months’ time that baptism would occur during the most 

insane week of the year, and an extra baptism would be the last thing I had time to do. And yet, no 

matter how exhausted I felt, the baptism lifted my spirits. Eventually, I recognized that the Holy Spirit 

cared for me by placing a baptism into a week when I felt exhausted or low, as a way of restoring me.  

  I share these experiences with you because people live very busy lives these days. Despite how 

hard we might try to find even five minutes for quiet and prayer, it can prove to be impossible (can I get 

an “Amen” from all the parents with young children?). The Holy Spirits understands that our lives can be 

crazy-busy, so the Holy Spirit inserts into our day experiences of refreshment and renewal. For me, the 

Holy Spirit uses baptisms. What does the Holy Spirit use in your busy schedule? 

 


